
Ask For The Old Paths

“Thus says the Lord; Stand in the ways and see, and ask for the old paths, where the good way is,
and walk in it; then you will find rest for your souls. But they said, “We will not walk in it”
(Jeremiah 6:16). Old Paths means that one path has already been established, by God. We are
not to be looking for a new way made by man.

The phrase, “Thus says the Lord” is used over 400 times in the Old Testament. These are words
that we should desire to hear what the Lord has to say on any given subject. It is sad to hear “We
will not walk in God’s Word.” Because Israel would not hear God’s word, He would place a
stumbling block before them (Jeremiah 6:21).

All of this started in the Garden of Eden. Adam and Eve were told not to eat of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil that was in the midst of the garden (Genesis 2:9, 16-17). The
serpent told them that they would not die (Genesis 3:4). Their attention was redirected from the
command to the appearance of the tree. It was good for food, pleasant to the eyes, and fruit to be
desired to make one wise (Genesis 3:6).

Satan tempted Jesus during the 40 days in the wilderness (Luke 4:1-2). With each temptation,
Jesus responded with “It is written” or “It is written again” (Matthew 4:4-10). John talked about
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life (1 John 2:15-17). These are the
three areas of temptation that Eve faced, that Jesus faced, and that we face.

What is our attitude towards the Word of God? Are we like Samuel, “Speak Lord, for Your
servant hears” (1 Samuel 3:9)? Are we like Isaiah, “Here am I, send me” (Isaiah 6:8)? Are we
like the people of Israel were to be, “All that the Lord has said, we will do” (Exodus 19:7-8)?

Will we say that we will keep the commandments of the Lord (Matthew 28:18-20)? Will we say
that we will serve the Lord (Joshua 24:18-24)? Will we be like Joseph and say when tempted,
“How then can I do this great wickedness and sin against God” (Genesis 39:9)? Will we keep
the commandments of the Lord because we love Him (John 14:15)?

Will we learn from the examples of the kings of Israel (when united) and the kings of Israel and
Judah when divided? Will we be like Josiah and walk in the ways of his father (2 Chronicles
34:1-2)? Or, will we be like Ahaziah or Ahaz and not walk in the ways of their father (2
Chronicles 22:3-4; 28:1-5). Will we be like the prophets of God who would speak the word of
the Lord to the people (Isaiah 39:5)? Or, will we be as the people who wanted to hear smooth
words (Jeremiah 12:6)?

Beware of those who will use deceptive words (2 Peter 2:3). Beware of those who will try to
cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit (Colossians 2:8). Do not be carried away with
the hypocrisy of others as was Barnabas (Galatians 2:13). Beware of the deceitfulness of sin
(Hebrews 11:25).

There are those who will twist the Scriptures to their own destruction (2 Peter 3:16). There are
those who will peddle the word of God (2 Corinthians 2:17). There are those who will
deceitfully handle the Word of God (2 Corinthians 4:2).

We always must make a choice in the life we live. There are always consequences for the
choices we make. There is a broad way and there is a narrow way (Matthew 7:13-14). One leads



to destruction and one leads to eternal life. Choose your path wisely.

Choose today before the deceitfulness of sin sets in (Hebrews 3:13). Remember that the Devil is
seeking whom he may devour (1 Peter 5:8). It is not the physical but the spiritual that is
important (Mark 8:34-38).

Something to think about!
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