
A Reason For Our Hope
What reason would you give for the hope that you have in Christ? Some would say that it beats
nothing. Others would say that it beats the alternative. For others, they say that they are not sure
but they hope (wish) that it is true. Can we really be sure of our hope?

Peter said “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to
everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear” (1 Peter
3:15). Paul said “In in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable”
(1 Corinthians 15:19). Jesus said, “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again
and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also” (John 14:3). God said, “He
has prepared a city for them” (Hebrews 11:16).

We are called to “sanctify” our hearts. To sanctify means to take that which is common and set it
apart for the service of God (i.e., Exodus 30:22-33). We are called to be “holy” as He is holy (1
Peter 1:16). We are to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, and mind (Matthew
22:37). We are to have no other gods before us (Exodus 20:3).

Creation tells us that God is (Romans 1:20). He is the only one true, living God and there are
none other (Deuteronomy 4:35; Mark 12:32; 1 Corinthians 8:4). We must believe that God is
and that He is a rewarder of those that diligently seek Him (Hebrews 11:6). God cannot lie
(Titus 1:2; Hebrews 6:18).

God is to have first place in our heart (Mark 12:32-33). This is not the physical pump for the
blood in our body. This is the spiritual essence of our being. Why would we call Jesus, “Lord,
Lord,” and not do what He says (Luke 6:46)?

We are to make a defense of what we believe and why. “I think,” or “I am hoping that it might
be” are not a defense. Do we have assurance, without a doubt, in what we believe? Is it based on
a solid foundation (1 Corinthians 3:11)? The Lord knows those who are His (2 Timothy 2:19).

We are to give a reason for what we believe. What is our assurance based upon? Our faith comes
from hearing, and hearing comes from the Word of God (Romans 10:17). Unless we believe that
Jesus is the Savior, we will die in our sins (John 8:24).

What is our hope? Is there an expectation of it our hope being delivered? Is it more than just
wishful thinking? Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen
(Hebrews 11:1). Our hope is to be glorified with Jesus (Romans 8:15-18). We hope for what we
do not see, so we eagerly wait for it with perseverance (Romans 8:25).

We are to defend our faith with meekness, not arrogance. One definition of meekness is power
under control. Meekness and gentleness are used to described Jesus (2 Corinthians 10:1). We
desire to be like Him (1 Peter 2:21). Remember, the Lord is our Shepherd (John 10:11).

We are also to defend our faith with fear. This is not dread, but to do it with respect. We are to be
perfect in holiness and in the fear of God (2 Corinthians 7:1). We are to work out our own
salvation with fear and trembling (Philippians 2:12). We are to serve God with reverence and
godly fear (Hebrews 12:28).

Something to think about!
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